them to their fate, and to the will of the
people in a féw months’ time.

On motion by Mr. Chessoﬁ,_ debate ad-
- journed.

House gdjowrned ot 10.10 p.m.

——  ——————
_—_— e —

" Tegislative Couneil, -

o Wednesday, 25th. August, 1920,

* S, PagE
Leave of absence I .. 287
Addresy-in-reply, seventh day . 287

’

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at.4.30
pm., and read prayers.

, LEAVE OF ABSENCE .
_ Om .motion by Hon. H. Stewart leavé of
. ahsence for six cousecutive . sittings of, tl_:le
~ House granted to, the Hon. J. A. Greig
- (South-East) on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. |
. Beventh Pay. . .. 0 .-
Debate reésumed "f‘rm'n ﬂi_q ‘Pi-gvioq,s “day.
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Miltington was one of -the best we bawve
-known to represent the views of his censtitu-
cnts;. He developed .inte a .strong, severe,
and capable eritic. Indeed I may.add he was
an exceedingly cynital critic, though he al-
ways imparted into his speeches .a certaid
amount of huimour that was exceedingly sel-
come in the Chamber, I can only hope that
the new members—they are not personally
kuown to me—will-prove equally good men
as the three whom they have displaced. T do

. not think I should lose this opportunity to

.

congratnlate Mr. Harrls on the remarks he
made in his speech on the Address-in-reply.
We all of us whd. have gone through that ex-
perience know it i3 father a tryimg ordeal,
.and I think we wmay admit that he came
through it with credit:’ With regard to the
Address-in-reply and the Speéech of His Ex-

- cellency the Govermor, it scems to.be very

frll of what has been done by the-Govern- ~
ment and what the prospects are, We.do not
see in it a great deal of what it is proposed
to do; indeed it is a very difficult Speech to
‘say very much about, because it does not- in-

© vite keen eritielsm and. it does not -6pen. the’

way to a large amount of discussion. One
“thing X congratulate the Government on, and
~particularly on acecount ‘of its brevity, is
the list of" Bills it is proposed to sub-
mit” for the consideration, of members. - Tt
seems to-be the ambition of every Govern-
ment to be able to say at the close of a-ses-
sion, ‘‘Look at the number of. Bills we have
submitted and' passed; see. how many have
-been treated -in thia.or in that way.’? My
idea iz that we want to address ourselves
“mote to administration than to legislation.
‘There is plenty of legistation already on the

- statute-hook and the great requirement at the

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North) -

--[4.38}: T would like to preface the remarks
"I am’ going to make by expressing my regret

at the loss of three members who were with'

is last year in ‘the House. X vefer to Mr,

Allen, Mr. Carson, and Mr. Millington. Those

three gentleimen 'were with us a very long

period and we must zll agree that they ecar- -

- ried out their duties, so far as.this Houge is -
coneerned, in a very satisfaetory manner. '

Two of them were known to me, fairly inti-
mately personaily; .and. by the constitnencies
they represented they were held
greateat respect. They, were inen df ,high
character and good positions, They ‘carried
out. their duties in thia' House satisfactorily
*.and weré of very greait service by reason of
_the experience they gainéd on’ account-oft the
period in 'wh‘i(;,h ‘they ‘were' able to :render
_sorviee to thg country. With rezard to Mr.

in the -

* Millington, his views om piiblic matters were, -

to a Targe extent; opposed to 'my own, but I

~Fgome

will say hé was always exceedingly straight- -

forward' "in ‘submitting thoser wiews, We
all' recognise “that different . views. -should
be, represented .in'- this House, and. .that

present . time is that. the various departments
should confine themselves td administration,
sd that we may~get the fingnces-of the coun-
try into, a .good, position. ' The first' vital
.paragraph in the Speech is in conngetion with
prodnction.. It says— . o
:My advisers, however, because -of the

. ability of the Btate .te produce in abund-
-ance many of .the. things,..of which the
world is ‘most in ueedl, feel-that tlie pros-
pects are .encouraging, ..and.that vigour,

L)

enterprise,.. and goodwill »: amongst , the
.people—— - T TR
.I emphasise this, . ., r .. et

P Hae
are.alone , necessary- to rep]'ac.e; the mater{al
losses of .war, and .to.inaugurate ;a. period

-~ of expansion. . T e

oI need hardly point .ot to .hon: members..that
“were .we able ‘to eotmand ‘these. thrée..condi-
wtiong, vigour, venterprise, -and vgoodwill, . we
+8hoiild have no-trouble-in iinereasing onr pro-,
-duetion, \becavse at the presént time what we

-really. want is vigour .and!enterprige;.andnto

extent .igoodiwilki v The ~tWbi., graat

.troubles:- that.: confront Adti-aten the pre-’
sent . time-are;, onr the-‘onehand; industrial

- vtroubles: and ‘on’. -the.."other~ithe:inensts »-of

living, and - .one. is,-'to- ;g large; sxtent,

- thére- is mnothing like having really -good .sconsequent.:on. the, othek. .. If:. we, can im:

-'men to expound -‘those -views.. L..maintain «
that, amongst those whom'we had here, Mr. . fogether to discuss the' present;

aging a .worker, and approdugcer, sitting. down

alt“‘q-ﬁénmt;hé N
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worker would inwwediately say, ‘‘Why, it is
oveasioned by the eost of your produece;
1 have to pay so and so for your produce
and 1 cannot be content and satisfied with
it at the price at which [ have to purchase
it."* The produeer would say, ‘' How can I
do it any cheaper; you are always applying
for higher wages; railway freights have been
pus up, how can we produce any cheaper?’’
and 80 it ‘goes on ad infinitum., Let ns take
the cost of living, 1t is outside of any
influence that we can bring to bear on it,
but we can dissociate it and say that we can.
influence to some extent the cost. of food,
The cost of food, as distinet from the cost of
living, is a matter that we may be able to
control to some extent, because it is a ques-
tion of production. T am going to repeat a
few remarks I made last year, hut which
probably members have forgotten. I am eer-
tain they would not-remember my speeches
of 12 months age. T am geing to say once
more there .are four things we must-have, no
matter what the circuomstances may be, and
they are bread, meat, fruit, and vegetables.
There is only one way to produce those and
that way is by manual labour; they are the
produgt of the soil and they can only
be produced by work. Those articles
are necessary for existence, I am not
saying
and g0 on. I am just faking the four
stable articles fhat can be' produced in
plenty in this country and can only be pro-
duced by work. TUnfortunately, and it is a
hard thing to say, there seems to be on the
part of a seetion of the commuanity a disin-
<lination for work. That may be owing to
dissatisfaetion because of labour tronbles “or
it may be due to the cost of living. What-
ever it i3 due to, the-fact remains that there
exists this disinclination for work and, con-
sequently, there mmst be a restriction of pro-
«ducticn. So long as there i3 that restrie-
tion of production, the cost -of articles- we
requirg must rise. There are also advances
in many things over which we have no con-
trol, for the reason that the Fefleral Gov-
ernment, who control taxation, are respon-
sible for these increases. But the watters to
which I have referred are matters that wa
can control if we choose to do so. It is the
want of desire to work and the absenece of
production which has made the four articles
L have quoted dear. There is another reason
which i3 responsible for the increase and it
is what I mighi deseribe as the prolifie
amount of money which is in eirculation. One
is surprised at this., So long as people have
a fair sopply of money they do not eare
abevt work, and esoecially that particular
work whieh invalves' thé prodoetionr of
- articles such as T have mentioned. TIf people
are obliged to work they prefer' to -work ;in

the towns rather than in the country, -and -

in" secondary indnstries rather than in prim-
ary industiies. To give some idea of the
< exrendituré whieh is going. on, T will refer
. to a few statsments fo Show the extent to
" wiiich ‘money is heing cirenlated thronghout
" the Comimonwealth and for whi¢th né work

anything about bacon and eggs,:

.shows how the thing has worked out.
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is qome. Let us take first the oll age pen-
sions. We find in the report of the 2nd
January, published in Melbourne, that theve
is a total of £3,880,000 provided by the
Commonwealth to- pay for, the invalid pen-
sions during 1918-19, and Western Anstra-
lia gets & share of that. There is no pro-
duction whatever for the expenditure of that
money. No ‘one could expect it. We also
have the maternity allowance, which comes te
£620,000. I was going to say that there was
ng production in that, but there is, and a very
useful production, too. Then we come to the
war peusions. The war pensions, unfer-
tunately for those who get them, cannot

- produce anything. Therefore, this is another

allowanee which is expended but for which
there is uo production. That amounts to
nearly seven million pounds, The aggregate
of these three items is 10%% million pounds.
There is, therefore, this large sum of money
expended throughout the Commonwealth, for
which there is no produetion whatever, Of
that, six millions is u recent matter due to
those who have heen wounded in the war,
We add to that the gratuity to the soldiers
which, I am told, is going to be 30 million
pounds., This is to be distributed through-
oiit the Commonwealth, and Westarn Austra-
lia will get a fair share. That 10 willions
and that 30 millions makes 40 millions. Then
we have the very landsome and useful ad-
dition to the price of wheat, Wheat has
gone up—I am not going to say altogether
due to the Minister for Agriculture, though
he played a part in- it—to such an extent
that only a few weeks ago nearly one mil-
Hon pounds was distributed in Western Aus-
tralia alone. Last year in making some re-

‘marks on the Address-in-reply, T suggested

that the Government should gunarantee 5s.
per bushel to the farmers, and do away with
these advances that are made threugh the
I.A.B., and other channels, and take no re-
sponsibilities. If a guarantee of 5s. a buoshel
were given, and the person getting it could
not make wheat growing pay, then he could
give it up. Mr. Dodd immediately objected,
and said that there should be a similar
guarantee to the goldfields and the other
people. What do we find? We are guaran-
teeing B8a. 6d. now, R

The Honorary Minister; No, 5s.

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENQOM: Then we
are getting 8a. 6d. -

The Honorary Minister: Yes. |

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENQOM : That

In
addition to tbe wheat money, which is by
ne means an unimportant congideration, we
have the very large reinrng - from our
wool. Wool moneys are distributed through-
out Australia. As this money comes to_ the
wheat people and thWe wool people, it is
Again distributed to the workers and the
‘community conneeted with them. There-
fore, when we take all that into eonsidera-
tion, we see that there is a very large dis-
tribution of money which must neecessarily

“enhince ‘the price of the produce whieh is

\



wanted by all, inasmueh as, if so much
money is readily available, there must be
competition for the amount of preduction
thut takes place.. 1f there is only a limited
amount produced, and a fairly liberal
amount of money forthcoming, the priee of
‘the produce mmust necessarily increase be:
cause each person will eontinue to want it.
The only guestion is, in what way can we
pet over these industrial troubles so that
we may work together and produce as much
ag posgible. I was conversing with a man
the other day who put a very pertinent
question to me. He said, “Do you think the
leaders of the unions want to setfle these
questions®* T said, “I am not on intimate
terms with any of the leaders of unions, and
I am not in a position to say, but why do
you 2sk®’ He said, “It seems to me that if
they settled these questions, and there was
contentment amongst the workers, some of
the leaders of the unioms might have their
services dispeused with.” I only mention
this by the way., DPeople have their own
ideas on different snbjeets. However, from
what I can see and the little 1 know about
the matter, I think those in eharge of these

industrial questions do try as far as possible,

to get peace, quiet and comfort.. There is
a very great difference between labour and
eapital, and =« difference that, if possiple,
we ought to get over. I have no belief in
arbitration courts at all. I would do away
with them entirely. Arbitration courts, so
far as they have been in Australia, have
only been bodies for the registration of the
increase of wages—that jg so in nearly
every cage. The time has arrived when they
have outgrown .their usefulness. I would
be prepared, were the time and place
proper, to make suggestions ag to how these
places could be filled. What T am trying to
argee now—I am only taking a superficial
view of the question at present, and the
time may yet arrive when it can be dealt
with more fully—is that -if we are going to
have cheap living, we musi have more pro-
duetion. If we do mot have a cessation of
labour troubles, and if there is not a more
congenial feeling between those who work
and those who produce, I am afraid produc-
tion will not improve. TUnless production
does improve, the eost of living musi con-
tinne to be high. The influx of so much
money will, T am afraid, cause prices to go
up. The next paragraph which gives me a
certain amount of satisfaction in the Speech
is in connection with the North-West. It
says— )

The development of the North-Western
and far Northern ‘portions of fhe State
is receiving attention. The recent Min-
isterial and Parliamentary tour of those
districts—in which the Federal Govern-
ment parfieipated—has .served to bring
prominently before the public the possi-
bilities of this portion of our great herit-
age, and fo make elearer the requirements
of those who are engaged in its industries,
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But tbis is the most important part—
Stepd bave been taken towards assuring
i satisfactory steamer service for the
North and North-Western ports, and alse
to inerease the untility of the Wyndham
Freezing Works. The Government feels
that the adoption and proseeution of a
comprehensive and continuovs policy for
the North is justified and necessary, and
steps are being taken in that direction.

I should like to say, in passing, how much

we are indebted to Mr. Holmes and- Mr.

Miles for introducing  a deputation of a

number of persons throughont the North and

northern part of the State, which action has
given a great deal of publicity to that part
of the world and made a great deal known
of which we were hitherto ignorant. The
fendamental requirement of the mnorth and

North-West is a good shipping service,

whieh will ke acourate and continuwons.

Hon. J. Duffell: And population,

Hon, Sir E. . WITTENOOM: Whilst I
am in aeeord with the Northern Develop-
ment League, and their desire to develop the
interior, and bring immigrants there and
place them in these large aTens to opeiup the
country, I say that our first consideration
should be for those men who bave already
gone there, and are now on the spot. We
must give faeilities to those who have borne
the heat and burden of the day in opening
up this country. Once we have aatisfied
them, there will he plenty of time to place
other new people in a decent position. What
we want now is to get a steamship service,
so that the people who are already develop-
ing the country, and living there, can make
sure of getting their produce to market
within reasonable time, and at dates onm
which they can rely. T am opposed to Gov-
ernment industrial concerns. I wounld be
opposed to this shipping serviee, only that it
was, through the interference of the Govern-
ment somwe years ago that the steamship ser-
vice along the coast was spoill. There was
a first-clags shipping service, which included
the Adelnide Steamship Coy. and others.
The Government of the day introduced
some steamers Jjust sufficient to make
competition and frighten some of the
others, but without giving a complete
service. Had the Government at the time
said, ‘*We will do away with private en-
terprise, and are going te give you a good
service in compatition with them,’’ one
would have understood it. But they did it
in sueh a partial - way that, had it not
been for the present steamers stopping there,
there, would he ro service at all, or only
a.partial ome, T have taken a great deal of
interest in this mafter in the past. I un-
derstand that the Government have nmow a
comprehensive scheme for giving the people
along the coast a good shipping service, If -
it is carried out it will be quite. satisfactory,
that is, if it is worked proverly. I do not
believe any , Governmeént industrial concerns
can be worked properlv, fot the simple rea-
son that under no’ circumstances can any
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organisation carry out a business commercially
or otherwise in 4 satisfactory way where the
workers are the masters of the managers and
- the directors. 'This is always the case in
any industrial concern helonging to.the Gov-
ernment. At present there is a lot of room
for improvement along fthe. North-West
vonst. 1 escayed recently to go as far as
Broome, but I did not get any-fvrther than
Carnarvon. I did get to Shark Bay, and
© 1 found that the people there were living
nnder very trying conditions in the way
vof getting their goods, and in the way

they were served by vessels. No doubt
it is a diffiendt position to deal with,
and it is an expensive place. One of the

troubles along the North-West is that in
many cases townships have been -created in
the wrong places. If the persons who
established them had gone five miles this
way or five miles that way, they would have
got into a better position. To give them the
facilities they asked for would bLe exceed-
ingly expenmive. TIn this partieular case I
pointed out, after conferemce with the cap-
tains of the ships and the people who live
there, what could be done in the way of get-
ting their stores. A steamer mow has to
anchor out three or four miles from the land.

The goods are lightered to the coast, and

when g lighter géts within perfiaps half a

mile of the shore, inte sevenm or éight feet

it watef, everything is put into a dinghy
and, if it is yough, the conditions of landing

can well he imagined. E

Hon. J. Duffell: The same thing exists in

Queensgland,

Hon. 8ir-E. H. WITTENOOM: T do not

* know that is any jostification for its existing
in 8hafk Bay. T applied to the Government.
o They said, ‘*We will de what we can, but
we have not got the money.”” When I found
they had not got-the money it made me re-
fleet. It then ocewrred to me that this very

Government, ywho said it could ngt do this

anid could not do that for the development of

the State, had actually refused the sale of a

timber eoncern that it bad, to a syndicate for

the sum of £400,000, and that it could bhave
had this amownt of money with’ which to

develop the State. . .
The Minister for Eduéation: When was
this? -

Hon. Bir E. H. WITTENOOM: Last year,
T know that a French syndiecate wanted to
bay it. .-

The Minister for Education: They would
not have had the money.

Hon. Sir E. B, WITTENOOM: Do not
teil. me that.
ment were not game to bring it forward.
Although they had ap Opposition of only
I3 in. another place, they were not game to
bring the proposition forward. Those people
were prepared to take over that business. .
The Minister for Edueation:
not. o -
Hon. Sir B. H. WITTENOOM:
have .becn misinformed. Had the mills been
sold the Government would have had the

.

We know that the Govern--

They were -

Then 1°
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£400,000. Yet in addition to rvefusing to sell
the mills the Government were abie to find,
£80,000 with which to buy out the sleeper
hewers’ nsspeiation. . This is a nice state of
affairg for a Government pledged to have
nothing to do with State trading concerns.
A Government opposed to State cuterprise
not only refused to scll the timber miils to
2 syndicate for £400,000—one of the milis
lhas sinee been burnt down—but they bought
out the timber hewers for £80,000, a sumn
which would have given the people along the
north-west coast all sorts of conveéniences. I
am saying this, not in anger but in sorrow,
beeause I feel that all the money that eounld
have been acquired from these industrial en-
terprises, which are not paying, might be
usefully spent in the devélopment of the
northern part of the State, and so bring in
revenue and, in addition, settle the country.
Glad as I shall be to see the recommenda-
tions of the Northern Railway Development
League carried out, yet hefore we spend
money on these new enterprises I say let ns
give all the facilities we can to the men al-
ready up theve. What they want'is a good,
reliable shipping service, properly managed.
I could say something about past manage-
nient, but I do not wish to do so, T have
heard the Government congratulated on the
seore that the deficit is not as large as was
expected. In a way that is satisfaetory, but
to iny thinking the time has arrived when we
should get rid of the deficit. No one realises
more than I the difficulties the Government
have had to face in conopection.-with the
finanees, but it is becoming a scandal that
we shpuld consistently, year after year, come
down with a’.deficit. Surély we should aveid
these deficits. I have read on the Sabbath
in griicle dealing trenchanily with the way
in whieh the Government have handled the
finances, and on the Monday I have rcad an-
other article explaining tle reasons why the
Governmnent have had these deficits. T have
since read the specch of a Minister who also
explained many of the diffieulties confront-
ing ‘the CGovernment. T assure the leader of
the ‘House that he has my entire sympathy,
but T think that if possible we should try to
avoid deficits in the future. It is humiliat-
ing to find Queensland or New Sonth Wales
saying, ““You have a defieit every year!’’
It wonld De altogether better if we made up
our Estimates in sech a way that our expen-
diture would approach our revenue. Of
course in this T am only auticipating the
views of the Government, because I find on
looking at the Speeeh that it contains this
announcemenft—

You will be asked to grant temporary
supplies, and at an early date the “Esti-
mates of Hevenue and Expenditure for the
financial year will be submitted; and you
‘will he further invited- td consider pro-
posals with a view fo bringing the annual
revenue and expenditnre inte closer accord.

That exactly aitmmes with my awn views
Let us by all means bring them into closer
aceord, and do not let us have these eon-

. tinually recurring deficits; becanse they are



‘to think about economny.

-Immplement Works.
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humiliating when commented upon by our
neighbours, and altogether unsatisfactory to
ourselves. Of course this paragraph in the
Speech means further taxation. But is there
né way of achieving the same object by ceo-
nomy? There are two. recognised ways of
bringing revenue and expenditure together,

“one by taxation and the other by economies.

The time has arrived when we shounld begin
Not being the
Treasurer, I am not in a position to suggest
where those economies should begin and end,
but I think something might be done to
effect some saving. We should get rid of
these State enterprises. Unfortunately I am
obliged to make reservations in conneetion
with three of them, because it seems fto me
an impossibility to get rid of those three.
Ome is the Railways, the second is the State

‘Steamship Serviee, and the third is the State"

The State Tmplement
Works are only justified by the exeessive
taxation imposed on us by the Federal Gov-
ernment, and I take it the maintaining of
those works to some extent modifies the

charges that would he made on agrieultural

implements. Under these circumstancgs the
Btate Implement Works are justified. DBut
if T had my way, the whole of the Federal
‘taxation would be reviewed. Whilst T am
not a frectrader-—I am a moderate prbtec-
tienist—I do not believe in going to the taxa-
tion excesses we are indulging in at present.
The railways, I understand, are the chief
cause of this year’s deficit. They have gone
to the bad by some £400,000, It is an ex-
traordinary state of affairs that a commer-
cinl concern like the railways should go
before the Arbitration Court and prove that
it is losing money, notwithstanding which the
award of the court imposes upon the rail-
ways an additional cost of some £200,000. If
any private commercial concern, losing
money, went to the Arbitration Court and
there met with an award imposing additional
exuenses of £200,000, that concern would have
to close its doors. It puts me in mind of
the man who was trying to make ends
meet by burning the candle at both ends. If
we cannot do amy better with the railways
than we have been doing, it would be far
better to sell them to a company for their

’

valve—some 18 or 20 millions--and let some- -

one else carry them on. T believe that if the
raflways were looked after and managed
properly—I do not say they are mismanaged

now—it might be found posaible to make the.

receipts equal the expenditure. Whilst on
that snbject we see iIn the Pross—it was re-
ferred to by Mr. Dodd yesterday—that the
ouly way in which to make the railways pay
is to tax the unimproved land values. I -am
opposed to land taxation of any kind, for
the reason that Western Australia, unlike
ather States, iz absolutely dependent for
success on the development of its landa.
In the circumstances we should not impose
any chstacles to the development of the
lands. We require to put the people on the
land. We know that the development of
land is an expensive process, and therefore

-to tax the land is absoclutely absurd.
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But
[ go this far with those who advucate this

_foim of taxation: T cohsider that everyome

who owns land within 12 miles of a railway
should be made to.use 'that land, or alter-
natively the Government should resume it
Taxing the land means confiscation. Those
who own the land have lawfully acguired
it, and to tax .them in the way proposed
means confiscation, But I agree that they
should be given notice that unless within
12 months they have made use of such of
their land as lies within 12 miles of a rail-
way, that land shall be resumied. In this
way all the land along the railways would
be utilisedl for the benefit of the railways.
[ do not know whether there is much unused
land of any wvalue along the railways. My
experienee suggests that there is not, 1

.have travelled from Bridgetown to Nannine,

and I can honestly say that from what 1
saw from the train windows therc is not
5,000 acres of land along that line which 1
would .have if it were giver to me. Some
day it may Dbecome wuseful, but at present
I.know of no use for it. Between Midiand
Junction and Moora can be seen sufficient
poor land to make one despondent. I do
not think that much land is held for speeu-
lative purposes, but wherever it is so held, -
let the Government résume it and let the
people tdke it and make it useful for the
railways. Of course some will say that my
remarks refer only to country lands. They-
de refer to country lands entirely, T shall
be asked .what about the people who hold
town_ lands for speculation while other peo-
ple spend wmoney on improvements whick
2dd to the value of the idle lands. My
answer is, leave that to the “munieipalities
and road boards. Tf they have not got
gumption enough to know what to.do in re-
gard to such lands, they deserve to go with-
out their rates. They will be able to look
after that. T think all this £300,000 or
£400,000 could be saved, Ancther place
where money could be saved iy in the Edu-
cation Department. The amount of money
spent on the Bdueation Department is far
too great and T am ruite certain that, if_ th_.e
Department were put on proper lines—it is
on wrong lines now——we could save £100,000
5 year. We are edueating our people in the
wrong way. 1 want members to understand
thaf ‘T do not underrate the value of eduea-
tion. T am a great believer in education, .
but T believe in people being educated for
their oppartunities. To-day we arg_educat-
ing people beyond their opporimnities and
for opportunities which cannot possibly come
theit way. What we want in this country
is people who will go out on to the lands
and work and develop them. There 15 a
good living and a lot of momney to be made
by those who will go on the land, but the
education we are giving.to our young people
will lead them to remain in the towns. One
of the most mischievous parts of the edu-
cation .system is. the continnation classes
which induce the young people to stay in the

’
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towns from.the time they reach’ the ¢om-
pulsory age of 14 antil the age of 17 or 18,
What ia the consequence?  These youhg
wen, fine young men miany of them, who
ought to be going out to an agricultural col-
lege or to the country at the age of, say,
15, the same as I myself did, are induced to
stay in the towng for another three years in
order to attend continuation classes. What
happens¥ They get attached to their foot-
hall and e¢ricket clubs and their sweet-
hearts, and, by the time they are 18, they
arrive at the decision, ¥No country for me;
the town is good enough.” - What ‘iz the
end of such boys? They go into a large
commercial ¢oncern or into a bank, and it
is good-bye to their opportunities for “the
regt of their lives, If they go into the coun-
try, there is a chance of getting a place of
their own and doing well for themselves.
There is an idea amongst some peopls that
education ia everything; that so long as we
carry edueation so far as is possible, the
boys must prove of some good. Tiis not a
hit of good giving a man an edueation which
will be of no use to him. Tt would be of
no use educating a man as a farmer if he
was required as a demonstrator at the Uni-
versity., Egqually, it would be of no use edu-
cating a man at the University if he was
required for a farm or a sheep station. We
need to give people education for the work
which s wanted in the country, and what is
wanted here is production, We have a vast
eountry which requires the settlement of its
lands.. We do not. want professors; pro-
fessors are of mo use here, In the circum-
stances, I say our education is all -wrong
and that we codld fave at least £100,000 a
year if we put our boys on the.land as I
suggest. Thig ‘country requires material de-
velopment., We do not want too much secien-
tific development and brains sweh as tha
University buosinéss gives us. We want
people able to work and develop the eountry.

I know that the Minister for Education will .

give me a terrible slating when he gets up
to spenk. " o,

The Minister for Education: I have given
you up. -
Bir E. H.,” WITTENOOM :

Hon, Ho
will tell the Houge that we are not
go far ahead in imnatters of education as

England; that we are nothing like America
and nothing like some other place. We do
not want to educate our men as men are
educated in England; Fogland is a different
place altogether, and so is America. We
need to éducate our people for the oppor-

tunities available for them. The Minister

for Education is going to give me what we
vulgarly eall fita, and T might have felt 4
little frightened were it not for
strong justification I have for my remarks
in an excellent article I saw the other day.
It is headed “Our educational failiire;
Brightest Boys trained for others. SBerious
logss to the -gtate.” It starts— -

. Our educational system is good in'its

intention, but ill in its results.

a very

" [COUNCIL,]

Could T bave anything better to bear out
my contention that we are educating our
young people too much for their opportuni-
ties? I do not diseredit education. Mem-
bers must not think that I held a poor
opinion of.it. I believe in it, but I helieve
in a man being educated for what be is
intended. There are two or three state-
ments here which I would like to quote.
They deal with the boy after he has got his
hononrs. It says— ’

He goes out into the world. of work,
prond of the honours he has gained
through a score of years of hard study,
only te find that under present day con-
ditions braing are at a diseount and that
thére is mo’room for him unless he is pre-
pared to work—and ‘work at undertakings

" which involve a heavy responsibility and
"require great scientific knowledge—at a
wage which would be scorned by an drdin-
ary artisan who had left school at an age
when he could not have done mueh more
than mastered the three R’s. Too late he
realises that the carpenter, the bricklayer,
the plumber or thé lumper, as- far as
~ financial remuuneration for work per-
formed is concerned, is much better off
than he is, and@ furthermore even of
poerly paid bui suitable positions very
few are available, and he comes te look
upon himeelf as the vietim of one huge
mistake, Through the visionary ideas of
a paternal Government in establishing a
secondary school and -a University, in
order to fully develop the brains of the
young, and-the mistaken notions of a
fond father who considered it his duty fo
allow his son to have the full benefit of
oducational advantages undreamt of -
" when he himself was a boy, hé finds him-
self at the age of 24 or 25 an ency-
clopaedia of scientific knowledge, whom
nobody wants. (execept at a starvation
wage) ~and whelly unfitied for the
. Iyxurions life of a carpenter, a brick-
" layer, a plumber or a lumper.
And T add to that“Or a farmer.” There-
fore my argument is that we should educate
the boy for the luxzurious life, and not .for
a life in which bhe is not wanted. The
~writer of the article goes on to say—#The
fault is. not his”—that is exactly what I
have,been arguing—*It lies with the Gov-
ernment.” The writer naturally implies
that, having ednecated these boys up to this
standard, the Government should find some-
thing for them to do. Having been educated
up to these positions the boy says, “I am
not going to take off ‘my coat to work. Put
me in a position in accordance with my
education,” and very properly too. This is
how the writer of ‘the artiele concludes—
Is it any wonder the young fellows go
(to Ceylon and other places) and Western
Australia thus fails to reap any harvest
from the seed it has sown$ Looking at
the position 'as it is, we recommend the
Government to devote some careful
thoaght to the subject, for it is one that
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intimately cooncerns the future welfarc of

Western Australia.
The writer implies that, having eduecated
these boys up to these positions, it is the
“duty of the Government to find situations
for them. We could not have anything
niere absurd than that. We do not want
men who have been educated in the Uni-
versities. Look arcund the eity of Perth;
look at all the commercial institutions and
point out one whieh is managed by a Uni-
versity man. Look around the farms and
stations and show me where a University
man has been successful on one of them.
Let me take a recent experience. The ex-
Premier, Sir Henry Lefroy, at a lancheon
in this very House, congratulated himself,
and with pardonable pride, on being the
first English public school. boy to attain
the position of Premier. That was 26 years
after responsible Government had been de-
clared. It apparently tock a very long time
—26 years—before an English publie school
boy attained the Premiership, and T ecan
only ask members to reflect for themselves
how successful the experiment was. We do
not find in any of tilese cases that very high
education is necessary for success and, as
we must have a population to develop the
State, a population with a knowledgé of
what they require, what is the use of
eftucating them beyond it% Take the Uni-
versity of Perth. Could we have anything
more pitiable than we have seen in the
Press during the last few days. One pro-
fessor says the University is absolutely
‘hopeless, and another writes that unless
more money is grantad to the University,
it cannot go on, Altogether the University
seems to be in a bad way. I am one of
those who always believed that the estab-
lishment of the University in Western Aus-
tralia was premature. The place is too
small to support a University. ‘A University
éducation .is a4 magnificent thing for any-
one to have, bmt Western - Australia, with
530,000 inhabitants, is too small in numbéers
for an expensive institution like a Univer-
gity, Tbhe consequence is that therc is &iffi-
culty in earrying omn,
not a wealthy place. 1 do not suppose that
in.any other State in Australia 18 wealth
or money so equally divided. There are
ne wealthy men here. I doubt whether I
could eount 10 or 20 men who could be said
to be wealthy, Consequently an institution
like the University eannot well be sup-
ported, especially by a Government having
a deficit of £600,000 or £700,000 every year.
There are no wealthy people here £o endow
the institution and, moreover, it is super-
fluons and unvecessary. Being one of the
States of the Commonwealth, we bhave a
right to use the Universities in the other
States, and those few youmg people who
desire University education can get it at a
far better University than we have here,
namely in Adelaide or Melbourne.

Hon. J. Duffeli: What abont the degrees?

Western Australia- is -
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Hon. Bir B, H. WITTENOOM: I am only
looking at tlie degrees of eduncation. Some
pcople might ask why is the University of
Adelaide better than that of Perth. The
rcason is that Adelaide for years had

* Broken Hill behind it. Thousands of people
made tons of money out of Broken Hili and
were able to do justice to the University
of Adelaide. One or two men endowed it
with large sums of money.

Hon. H. Stewart: Not so very large.

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM : Yes;
what about tlie Elder bequest? On the -
otber hand. we find that one inan who died
here left an endowment, and it was neces-
sarv to go to law to get the money. I am
not ridieuling. it. I am only saying that
the TUniversity was prematurely ecstablished
and I do not see how it can be maintained.
Some people are very ambitious. They want
to make it a free University which is an. ad-
ditional, disadvantage, in that it indueces
young people to givé up what they ought to
do, namely, the work and development of the
land. By giving up such work for a Uni-
versity edmcation, they in time become use-
less for anything else. Some time ago the
Royal Agrieultural Society had to nominate
sotneone to attend the University of Mel-
bourne, - A friend asked ‘‘What is the good
of "it. Direetly a boy gets his degree, all
he wants is to be a demonstrator’”? The
seientific men are of no use for work. It is
of no use them trying to work in the coun-
try. Take the case of the Government
expert. in connection with the dairying
industry., I have forgotten his name:

Hon, M, Stewart:” Mr. Connor. R

Hon., 8ir L. H.. WITTENOOM: Yes.
Twelve months before he retired he made a
tour of the Geraldton district. He went up
there during September, the very finest period
of the year and said if ever there was a
place where dairying shonld be instituted,
and where people could make fortunes, that
was the place. And he said to the people,
**Come along, there is an absolute fortune to
be made at dairying in this distriet.”
Twelve months later he retired. Did he go
up there and start a dairy and make his for-
tume? Did he attempt to carry out what he
had advoeated? No. He went away and

took a situation somcwhere else. 1 am not
under-rating education at all. T want that
to be thoroughly understood. No one ap-

preciates education in its proper place more
than I do, but I s’y we are largely wasting
our money in educating our young people be-
yond theilr opportunities. Once that is done,
they will not do what we want them to do.

The Minister for Education: Would you

mind giving me the name of the authorify
* you are quoting from?

Hon. 8ir E. H. WITTENOOM: The
#Sunday Times” of last Sunday. 1 con-
-sifler the ¢*Sunday Times’’ just ds good a
judge of the University as any other paper
is. I have nothing further to comment upon
except the list of measnres which are to
come before us. I hail with’ much satisfae-
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tion the promise of Bills to amend the Mines
Act and the Mining Development Act - If
there is any -industry in- this country that «
justifies developmg it id -the mining indus-
try.' I had the'honour and pleasure of being
Minister for Mines for a“geod many years,
and’ the Government with -which I was as

sociated did its best for the industry.” I am

always in favour of largely subsidising- peo-
ple who go out to seek new goldfields. The
expenditure of £20,000 in bonuses. or sub-

sidies would be nothmg provided -we could
find another goldfield, - That -would ‘be the
finest immigration seheme wg ever- had, and
wonld benefit ‘every: seectionn of the com-
munity. I trust that .the conditions of- the
new measures will' be of such- a-nature as to
encourage everyone who possibly ean to try
and find a new field.” Speaking in the in-

terests of the Roya.l Agricuitural Society and
the Pastoralists’ Assoeiation, I note with re-
gret that the Government do ot ‘promise to
pPlace on the statute-bdok .a measure for

regulating stallions. That is a very import-
ant matter: I understood it was going to be
taken into consideration during this gession.
I believe the number of stallions of poor
quality travelling about the country are -do-
ing a g"reat.'deal of harm. T would suggest
the inclusion in that measure of a clause
authorising the export of horse meat to any
colintry that will take it. -‘There are in this
country thousands of horses of the very
poorest quality, and it is a pity to have to
destroy them for no return when there are
othér éountries which would be glad fo take
them as an artiele of diet. The other day I
happened to be at a station where there was
a man who had -120 horses for sale. . He got
g ring- on the telephome and I heard him
gay, ‘‘Thrée pounds ten shillings,’’ He-
ended up-by saying, ‘*Oh, well, £2 10s. is too
little, T think; say £3. He sold 110 horses
at £3 per head. In regard . .to horse meat,
there ig only prejudice against it; it is quite
as succulent as beef, and we know there
is a good markel abroad for it. I the ex-
port of horse meat were. permitted, peocple
would get rid of their inferior animals; and
then, if we had . decent stallions- travelling
the couniry, we would improve the breed of
our horses to- an enormous extent and de
away with the duffers-that are now eating.
the feed of good horses. Moreover, we would
open up a pgood market for army horses in

India. 1 understand the HMonorary Minister

has, the matter in -hand, and I feel certain he

will do what he can, I am sure also that the
omisgion of a Bill to regulate stallions. from

the Government’s legislative programme for

[COUNCIL:]

tremely sorry that there is such scanty re-
ference in the Governor’s Speech to two of
the most important matters that contribute
to the welfare and happiness of the people.
I refer to healfh and to education.™ There is |

* a slight reference to 'health, but it appears

to me that pertains to the’ Health Amend-
ment Act, which 'is a dainty delicacy thatb
appa:rently the Government like to put on
the menn of every session. T should like
to ask the leader of the Howse whether it is
the intention of. the-Government to make the
Health Amendment Act-a permanent addition
to our statute-book, or whether it is to he
merely a temporary affair to ecome np year
by year, affording opportunity every session
for the discussion of certain.nauseous de-
tails; - There is something .in ‘health matters
which_is more important even.than dealing
with vemereal dlisease, and that is the condi-
tion of the Perth Public Hospital. That in-
stitution is overcrowded and in many res-
pects ig far behind the times. No-additions
have been made to the accommodation there
for the last 10 years.. In fact, the hospital
is now one ward short of what it had 10
years -ago, The aceommodation for women
is particularly limited.,

Hon, H, Stewart: There 1s none for women
i the country.

Hon, A, J.-H. 8AW: I am speaking of the
Perth Public Hospital. The turn of the
gountry will come afterwards. The accom-
modation for men also is deficient. The re-
sult is a very large waiting list of people
reyuiring operations., These people have to
wait thelr turn, stahding down sometimes
for monthg in order to make reom for more
urgent operations, These waiting cases are
operations for hernia and for similar diseases
which are, to a certain extent, erippling, and
which undoubtedly impair a man’s earning -
power, though the neeessity for operation
cannot be degeribed as urgemt. Tt is essen-
tial, .I. think, that further accommodation
shoulﬂ be prmnded at. the Perth Public. Hos-
pital. Not only is there deficiency of ae-
commodation, but the hospital is sadly Jack-
ing in certain essentials. There is no electro-
therapeutic department, and no hydro-thera-
peutic department at the institution. The
result i3 that these branches of medicine.are
practically repreSented by cne masseur, who
I understand is mow resngmng They are
very important departments, and there ought
to be at least four or five masseurs Wnrktmg
at the hospital under mediesl direction in a
properly equipped electro-therapeutic and
hydro-therapeutic establishment. Such an

_ establishment should he under the control

the session is a purely accidental omission. .

Hon. A. J. H. SAW (Metropolitan-Subur- .

ban) [5.51]: T think T ean at the outset
dissociate myself from, at-any rate, some of
the views expressed by Sir BHdward Wit-
tenoom. I wounld like to remind the hon.
member that no modern State can be the’
hncolic’ paradise which he would evidently
like to live' in. On the contrary, T am ex-

of an expert in that direction. PFrom ‘an
intimate hnowledge of this subject, espec-
dally so far as it affects injured workmen,
many ¢f whom T see referred to me by var-
ious insurance companies, I say without hesi-
tation that injured men who require skilled
after-treatment on those lines are not at
present getting it. The result is that they
are very often kept back for moiths from
restoration te full earning power. There
shonld also be a reform in that institution
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ag regards the pathologist and bacteriologist.
At prescemt all specimens that have to be ex-
amined are sent from the hospital o the’
-eentral hoard of healih and examined there,
whereupon a veport is sent back. That is
not a satisfactory position. The pathologist-
should be in more intimate relationship with
the staff and with the patients. I’ believe
ke is nominally associated with the héspital,
but as a matter of fact he does not go over
there. Ome of the great lessoms that we
learnt during the war in hospital matters
‘was the very important benefit to be derived
from a close co-operation of the surgeon, the
physician, the pathologist, and the X-ray
man. [t is only right that the exper-
‘ience gained during the war should
be applied to eivil hospitals. " I wonld
like to say a word abont the X-ay
-department. Formerly that department was
mnder the care of Mr. William Hancock, a
layman, and I have nothing but admiration
for the noble and self-sacrificing work, self-
sacrificing both as to health and time, which
Mr. Hancock did in that eapacity. Now
that thére i3 an apportunity of an X-ray
expert tiking over that depariment, Mrj
Hancock has very magnaniméusly retired in
favour of a qualified medical man, Thé re-
snlt will undoubtedly make for the good of
the ingtitution. The apparatus has up to
the present been an extremely poor one, but
. 1 understand that that is going to be re-
medied. Recent advances in science leave
ne doubt that the X-ray is an extremely im-
portant factor from the point of view of
‘hoth diagnosis and freatment. The time
has come when, in' my opinion, a change
‘thould be made in the status of those who
arc directing this department and that of
electro-therapeutics. In -my opinion they

‘should be paid officers, for the aimple
reason  that that kind of work gives
very little scope for private practice. With

‘a population so small as ours, it is very diffi-
eult for experts im that kind of work to
come here and “settle down. If, however,
they were subsidised by being attached to
‘the hosgpital with a paid job undoubtedly
great advaninge would result to the patients
-and alsp to the rest of the community. Then
there is the infections diseases hospital. The
-eonditions there are not satisfactory. Owing
to a lack of accommodation for the staff,
‘who have to attend on various cases of dif-
ferent types of infectioug disenses, there is
great danger ‘of what is called eross-infection
—that is, for instance, ecarrying secarlatina
from cne platient to another patient who is
already affected with diphtheria. The state of
things obtaining there at present is highly
dangerous. I have pointed out in some de-

tail what T eonsider to be faults in these:

~ “institutions, but there iz little advantage in
pointing out defects unless one can suggest
remedies, and can indicate what is the car-
«dinal root of the failure. T take it that the
eardinal fault is the composition of the
“board of management of the Perth public
hospital. T put it to you, Mr." President,

_of eduncation.
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that that board consists, with' one possible
exception, of members who have mo kuow-
ledge whatever of thé inside of a hospital.
Ur. Atkinson, the principal medical bfficer,
is the possible exception. Then there ig Mr.
George, Taylor, the Speaker, Mr. Davies,
MI1.A., the Hon” Mr. Panton, Mr, Hawkins,
a contraetor, the mayor of Perth, who h.olds
a seat ex-officio, and who, I believe, is a
draper, Mr. Bolt, who_represents the friendly
societies, and two ladies—Mesdames Cowan
and Risehbieth, ~ i

Houn. A. H. Panfon: And Dr. Barker.

Hon. A. J. H, 8AW: He is not a member
of the board.

Hon. A. H. Panton: But he votes.

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: He is 5 paid servant
of the Board and if he were to vote that
would be an improper thing to do. Dr.
Afkingon is a very admirable man, but se
far as T know, since his student days, he
has never had anything to do with the treat-
ment of the sick. His work has been con-
fined to the Health Department. I do hot
think that be even held 2 hospital appoint-
ment before he branched out in the work he
is now emgaged in. .The fact remains that
apart from him there is not a single per-
sou on the board who lmows anything about
the condiict of a hospital. The staff is not
even represented, and neither are the gen-
eral . practitioners vepresented, and that is
the eardinal fault in connection with the in-
stitution. Tt is not to be wondered at that
the bhoard of management does not know in
what direction they should launch out, and
what should be neeessary for the . gemeral
welfare of the institution. I-faney the
board are fairly well satisfied with the con-
ditions which prevail there.. I notice that
Sir Edward Wittenoom is leaving the Cham-
ber. I am sorry therefore that what I in-
tend to say about the University will not be
heard. by him,

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: I shall remain.

Hon. A. J. H. 8AW: I just caught the
hon. gentleman in time, The other impoft-
ani subject to which I intend to refer is that
The present conditions at the
Univerfity cannot go on. We must have ade-
quate building and the University must have
s permanent home on an accessible site. I
know there are great financial difficulties in
the way, but I am sure that if this were a
matter, not of brains but of grains, the
Government would manage to find the
money. If it were a question of bulk hand-
ling or the erection of clevatora it would
be all right.

The Honorary Minister: We are not find-
ing any money for fhat. ’

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: Perhaps the Govern-
ment are doing it in some other way. The
Government should certainly .do something
for the University. I was driving aleng the
Terrace the other day and I hall with me a
friend to whom I was showing the beauties
of Perth. T pointed ont the makeshift
buildings which do duty for a university.
He was an old university man, and of ecourse
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-
-courtesy forbade him saying awvything. But
presently he turned round and I canght his
eye and observed a grin. That is the atti-
tude most people adopt when they see omr
makeshift university buildings in Irwin-
street. Not only should the Gévernment find
the money with whieh to makesa commence-
ment with new buildings, but they should
.also inerease the University grant which has
remained at the same level since the Uni-
versity was established, although the num-
ber of students -has increazed something
like threefold. There is only one further
matter with which I wish to deal -and that
is the civil service strike. That strike, to
my mind, was one of the most disereditable
episodes that has occorred in Western Aus-
tralia. It was discreditable to éveryone
connected with it, even to Parliament, be-
canse Parliament last session uufortunately
set the €ivil service a bad example. It was
discreditable to the Government bhecause the
Government  procrastinated and shilly-
shallied with the service, and refused for
months, and various governments refused
for years, to remedy the juat grievances of
the service. It was also discreditable to
the c¢ivil service because at the eleventh
hour and at the fifty-ninth minute the Gov-
ernment came down with what te my mind
was the basis for a settlement, and the
civil service instead of trying to meet the
Government, formulated impossible demands.
They held the pistol at the head of the
Government with those demands, and they
were sich that any Government wishing to
retain their self-respect, and the respect of
the community must refuse to accede to. The
result was that a strike engned. As a maiter
of fact the people who formulated those de-
mands must have been looking for a strike.
The episede is over and I trust that such a
thing will never oecur again. I do hot
think it has done amy good to anyone, and
I hope that those concerned will have
learned a Ilesson from if. The Government
have certainly not gained by it because they
.now have a dissatigfied service. - The ser-

vice have not gained by it because whatever "

immediate advantage they may have got is
more than counterbalanced by the loss of
prestige which the serviece has sustained,

Hon, H. BTEWART (South-East) [5.55]:
I shall be very disappointed as I proceed
with my address if Sir Edward Wittenoom
is not present in the Chamber to hear my
remarks in tegard to science as applied to
industry. However, T shall carry on over
the adjournment for tea and perhaps then
- T may be able to induce him to change his
attitude. T very much doubt though whether
I shall suecceed. In my earlier remarks in
this Chamber' during this session, I purposely
avoided making mention—becange I wanted
to be brief—of the sense of loss that I feel,
both on account of the Chamber and myself
at the defeat of three highly estecemed mem-
bers of the Couneil at the reeent elections,
I do hope that their services will not be

- ighed.

[COUNCIL.]

-denied iu the future to'the State in the public

itereats. At the same time, I take the op-
portunity to welcome the new members. I
feel  quite certain that with further exper-
ience of this Chamber they will realise that
not only has it a sphere of wsefulness, but
that it wonld be most injodicious and inad-
visable and inimical to the interests of the
citizens of the State; and the welfare of the
State as & whole if the Chamber were abol- -
It has struck me as rather curious
that wy remarks will follow to a large extent
on the eclanses in the Governor’s Speech
which have been commented on by Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom, byt my opinions will gen-
erally not be in aceord with those expressed
by the hon, member. In dealing with finance
I find that 40 a large extent I am in accord
with the views expressed by Sir Edward Wit-
tenoom, I would like to direct attention
to the explanation given in the Governor’s
Speech that the expansion in revenmue is due
chiefly to increased activity in the industriea
of the 8tate. Looking at the published re-
turns, we find that £148,000 is the increase
whigh has taken place in econsequence of the
additional railway fares and freights, In
addition to that there is £210,000 from taxa-
tion. Further the charges have heen raised
in most of the State business undertakings.
Therefore in my opinion it is not at all in-
dicative of the true state of affairs to say
that the increase is due to activities in the
industries of the State. When we dednet
that amount from the increased fares and
freights, and the inerease on account of tax-
ation amounting to £350,000 out of the total
increase of over £900,000, it leaves only
about two-thirds,-and then we find that the
business vndertakings of the State, including
railways, are responsible for the increase -of

.£700,000. But with this inerease of revenue

that has resulted and which is attributed
to the increase of the business activities of
the State we find that there has been also
increased expenditure exeeeding the amount
of the increase in revemune by an sppreciable
sum. The total inerease in revenne was
£919,000, and the increased expenditure was
£934,000, but if we deduct the amount in
round figures of +£350,000 on acecount of in--
creased fares and freights and the increass
received in taxation, there is left a matter
of something like £550,000, resulting from
the business undertakings of the State—and
they have inereaged their charges. in many
instances—as against an inerease in expen-
diture of £934,000. Making a comparison
of that kind diseloses a position which
should cause us a considerable amount of un-
casiness. It is pleasing to note that atten-
tion has been drawn to the paragraph in the
Governor’s Speech which sets ont that we
shall be invited to consider proposals with a
view to bringing the revenue and expendi-
ture into closer accord. The House will be
gratified if the Minister when replylng will
indicate somewhat more definitely what those
proposals are. I am concerned with this
faet that since June, 1917, we have had
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nationa!’ Governments in power, and while

their first plank was ‘“win the war,’’ they

set great store by the condition of the fin-
ances. Thiz is how the plank reads:—

_ Pariiamentary National party—Finance
—A, economy in sdministration, eon-
centration of Government offices, legisla-
tion where necessary to admit of organis-
ation of departments, amalgamation of
all branches exercising similar funections,
and the encouragement of efficiency. -

We have had a long period since June 1917,

I cannot call to mind any legislation that

has been brought down to achieve the ob-

jects outlined in that portion of the plat-
form. Tt then goes ou to say—
Taxation after making all possible scono-
mies,
I feel that successive National Govern-
ments have not introduced all possible
-economies even when we take into aceount
the conditions existing, and the very excep-
tional circumstances, through the war and
the aftermath of the war. Although I am

a strong advocate.of education I feel that

1{': ig necessary to be sure that the commu-

nity is getting value for the expenditure.

The expenditure on edueation this year is

shown by the published reports in the-

“West Australian’? to be £414,000 in round
figures, and in 1916-17, during the period
of adversity, it was, I think, £334,000. This
ig a iremendous inerease, and we wanti to
be sure that the results of this expenditure
will iead to inereased efficiency and the wel-
fare of the whole of our people. One cannot
‘put, feel that the hon. member who was speak-
ing just now in opposition to education,
would be justified im his endeavour to see
that the matter was fully invesiigated, and
that sueh -an  expenditnre as I Thave
indicated is explained. By procrastination,
of which osuccessive Governments have
been guilty in their handling -of the civil
gervice, they have missed the opportunity
of introdueing reforms in the service, and
making very mnecessary economies and re-
trenchments—I do not say drastic retrench-
ments. It has been pointed out by Govern-
ments during the past fotr or five years
that there was room in the service for re-
trenchment and efficiency. The late Trea-
surer resigned his position on the ground
that he ¢ould wnot stand up against the per-
manent heads of departments and had not
the support of his colleagues, when he
songht to bring about economies that he
considered were vitally necessary to secure
efficient and economical administration, As
one outside the actual departments I can-
not help feeling that Governmenis might
bave taken steps to bring this about, Their
attitnde in regard to expenditure seems to
have been “What iz a saving of £5,000 a
year on one item and £2,000 a year some-
where else and 30 on in our total expendi-
ture?’’ If they had shown a little more care
in the spending of these odd thousand
pounds here and there, not only would the
deficit. have been less but they would prob.

. members if I read a ecutting from
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ably have heen able to at least save the
amonnt of interest due uwpon these annunal
deficits, and that is not a small amount. I
congratulate the Government upen the pro-
gress they have made in the settlement of
returned soldiers on the land, and on having
made better progress than the previgus Gov-
ernment made. The work seems to have
gone on satisfactorily, and comparatively
speaking, rapidly. 1In the settlpment of
roturned soldiers on the land and. other
pedple who are encouraged to -enter the
agricultural industry, it is of vital import-
ance both to them and to the State that
the Agrieultural Department should be well
administered on modern lines, and afford

“these people every facility that it is pos-

sihle to afford them, The Agrienltural De-
partment should utilise all the advantages
that are obtainable to-day by -the employ-
ment of men who understand the scientifie
aspect of farming as well as the practical
side. Before dealing at length with the
Agricultural Department T should like to
deal with the mining industry. Perhaps
unfortunately in the opinion of Bir Edward
Wittenoom, I had the advantage of the best
technical training in mining, and have
passed throngh all grades of the industry
from being a worker, underground and in
ore treatment works, through the various
offices to- that of sole control in the winning
of gold and base. metals not only in four
States of the Commonwealth but alse in-
Africa, and with' opportunities of becoming
conversant at first hand with the industry
in Turope. With such a record as that,
perhaps the observations I have to make
and the suggestions I have to offer may re-
ceive some consideration at the hands of
hon. members and of the Minister in charge
of the department concerned. I should’ like
to draw attention to the result of the action
of the Government in ameljorating the
conditions respecting freight to the fire-
wood companies when the. woodcutters’
strilke was on. This meant a loss in revenue
of ahout £10,000. Prior to these conditions
being imposed certain mines on the Grolden
Mile were enabled to draw supplies of fire-
wood independent of the firewood com-
panies. Outside competition, however, has
now been eliminated, and the firewood com-
panies have a monopoly over the supplies.
Tor ‘vears the Kalgurli and the South Kal-
gurli have been .using large quantities of
firewood; the former takes from 400 -to 800
tons per month, and the latter 1,000 tons
per month,: These mines were enabled to
get supplies from independent sources and
fhus to eheck the prices. Under the altered
conditions, to which I have teferred, the
ountside suppliers are now unable to eompete
and supply these companies. The position
is an unfortunate one. It may surprise h:l:a_
e
«National Banker,” a United States paper.
The article in question was published in

1916, and it says—



268

The combined dividends paid by the
gold and gilver companies of the United
States are greater than fhe combined
dividends paid by all the hanking institu-
tiong of the United States; that the com-
bined dividends paid by the ecopper com-
panies of the United States are greater
than the combined dividends paid by all
the railroads of ‘the United States; and
that 532 per cent. of the freight handled
by these same railroads iz either 'ore or
gomre commodity connected with the
mining and milling of ore. To this some-
what astounding and not generally known
fact Bradstreets and Dunn’s commercial
agencies supply these startling -addenda
that but 36 per cent. of all legitimate
mining investment: fail, as against 54
per cent. in commereial lines. During
1907, 300 million dollars was lost in gilt-
edged * securities, and about as much
during the 'past two years, which was
more than was lost in mining.

That shows the position of affairs in the
mining indusiry, a position very differ-
ent from that which exists in the minds
of the public of Western Ausfralia or of
Australia as a whole. I preface my
remarks in this way to draw attention to
this aspect of the industry as a busi-
ness, beeause it is upom that basis
that T intend to make some suggestions.
The Speech states that at the present time
there is unprecedented activity in prospect-
ing. That is very satisfactory.: The posi-
tion was brought abeut through people hav-
ing come back from the war. These men
have been assisted under the ‘repatriation
scheme by the State and the Federal Gov-
ernments, and it has brought about that
desirable state of affairs, namely, activity in
prospecting, a position whiech a few years
ago it seemed impossible to achieve. ew
Zealand is at present casting her mind over
and deploring the fact of the falling away
in the mining industry, and suggestions
have been made in the technical papers as
to how it shall be stimulated. In order that
this activity in prospecting in Western Aus-
tralia may be continued, it is necessary that
the . prospector should be able to market his
commodity and get rid of it at a satisfae-
tory price. An essential feature in main-
taining the revival in the mining ipdustry
and establishing it as a sound and healthy
business-like enterprise is that it shall have
the confidence of the investing public, and
that the investing public, the shareholders
in particular, shall be safeguarded in a way
similar to that of shareholders in any com-
mercial concern. In a mining company the
vital assets are the ore reserves and values
in the ore itself. In a commercial concern
the vital assets are the £ s. d. and stocks.
Mining companies have to make their annual
reports, which have to be cheeked by an
anditor, Any kind of statement can be
made with regard to the ore reserves and
values, and as to the probable production
of the mine concerned, that is.to say, the

-

.
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real asgsets. No commercial man whe is only
.8 commerdial man ean cheek that,'and the
proteetion of thé shareholders in “the mine
is in many instances non-existent from that
point of view. :

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hou, H. STEWART: Before-tea I was
referring to . the position of the mining
industry. Hon. membérs will easily re-
eoltect the wild booms of the Bullfinch
days, of Westonia, and more recently of
Hampton Plains and Mt. Monger. Although
some good may arise from such occurrences,
still much harm results, causing a setback
for a long period. The consequence of the
more recent booms has been that the people
of the Eastern States, where there is money
to invest, regard us as the wild and woolly
West, where all sorts of things still take
place, and wildcat scrambles occur. It is
generally in the pioneering stages that these
things happen. Not only in Western Aus-
tralia do they oceur. In io-day’s mewspaper
we have a report in refpeet of the Badak
tin mining proposition at Trenggany. In
conmnection with that proposition a wild rise
in the syndicate share values to £2,000 each
oceurred a while ago, whereas the most re-
cent quotation is equivalent to £200. Now
it iz found that the. reports of the advisers,
which it was previously held warranted
those high prices, have been contradicted,
with the resclt that the Melbourne Stock
Exchange has written to the State Govern-
ment intimating ‘that the investigation of
thig question is too big for them and asking
the Government to take over the matter and
conduct the necessary inquiry. Such oceur-
rences as that cannot be in the interests of
the renewed activity anmd permanent estab-
lishment of the mining industry on .a sound
basis. One ecannot but commend the aetion
of the Minister for Mines in framing regu-
lations restricting the issue of leases to com-
panies until he has seen the terms of the
proposed flotations.  Unfortunately, those
regulations came rather late. However, they
were & step in:the right direction. We
should go further and insist that in connec-
tion with the flotation of ecompanies-it shall
be a sine qua non that there shall be a re-
port by a fully qualified mining engineer.
Tt will be. recollected that early in 1917
~when Mr. R. T. Robinson was Minister for
Mines, a conference was called 6f miners,
mine managers, investors, ete. .in Kalgoor-
lie, to diseover the best means of Teviving
the industry. This problem has exercised
the minds of many. There are those op-
posed to the restriction of flotations, men
who believe in maintaining the position. that
mining should be free and unrestricted and
that the greatest latitude shouid be allowed
for the taking of chances. Mr, De Bernales
at that conference openly advocated that
freedom of action and contended that it wag
necessary to maintain interest in mining.
My belief is entirely opposite. I think we

-
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indication of tonnage of ore reserves.
-indicates that .the lease referred to may con-
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-require to safegnard the interests of share-

holiers and investors and give them a fair
ren for their money. Illustrative of the
position whieh has obtained recently, I in-
tend to quote from a prospectus issued, call-
ing for applications for shares in a Mount
Monger ploposition on the 8th April Iast.

" Thig prospectus contains the names of pro-

minent Perth- and Fremantle gentlemen. 1
am not going to give those mnames or evén
The capital of
the company was £80,000, in 160,000 shares
of 10s. each, Amongst the assets offered to
the sharcholders is an option obtained by
certain vendors from the prospector, an op-
tion dated the 24th March., The prospector
gave an option for six months for £1,000 to
certain Perth .men, with a right of renewal
on payment of a further £500. If the op-

tjon was exereised the prospector was to get -

£14,000 in cash and 16,000 fully paid
shares. The prospector pot £1,000. More
power to him if he had gonme out and done
something. I viewed that property the day
the flotation was beforesthe public and I can
say that the value of the work done on the
lease at that time was not £20. It involved
no pioneering. It was simply pegging on to
an adjacent claim. The wvendors after that
agreement of the 24th Mareh got -£5,5600
cash for themselves and 9,000 ‘fully
paid shares, What. had they donet They
simply went out, pald £1,000 for the option
and got appa.rently w1thm one month 550 per
tent. on their £1,000. - I believe the shares
were over applied for. The prospector got
£1,000 and the vendors £5,500, and there was

Jeft for working. capital £5,850 to test the

ground and develop the mine. That is not
a fair proposition either to the State or to
the people applying for shares. » Let me
come to the objects of the company and the
position on which it was floated. I do mot
want to give too many details to show up

‘the individual venture, because ii is only one

of secores of similar flotations which fook
placg in that and in previous booms.  The
inducements to take shares in the company
wure that the lease abuited on the south of
another which had been inspected with others
at Mt. Monger by the them Inspector of
Mines, The prospectus quoted from remarks
made in a written report to the Mines De-
partment—ad report written in mest opti-
mistic tone. It talks of width of gold-bear-
ing ore, but it gives no actual values, and no
It

tain lodes which may be payable. The omly
costeen on the property heing floated when
T was there was at the far end of the lease,
20 ehains away, and as I say, the value of
the work done on that lease was not more
than £20. Following on this quotation by
the Ingpector of Mines referring to a neigh-
bouring property, but put into the prospee-
tus in such a way that it eould easily mislead
anyone not conversant with these matters, is
this comment by those responsible for the
flotation: —
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The lode veferred to in the wnining in-
spector’s report extends inte and through
the property to be acquired by this com-
pany.
They make that statement. but nething was
dene on that property to warrant that state-

ment., The ground was covered with over- -
burden. The lode, if a lode did exist, might

. or might nof go under that ground. It should

be necessary to put hefors people who pro-
pese investing in mining ventures in this
State a réport by a qualified mining engineer,

_The prospectus says that the lode extends

into and through the property and that the
venders regarl the property as having ex-
-cellent progpects and that the mines should
prove highly valuable. That, at the time it
was written, nas sheer bosh. It was not
giving the applicants ‘for shares a fair run
for their money. That kind of thing is tak-
ing place systematically, and then we have
the aftermath, I believe it is a fact that on
the fields, if not here also, there are estimable
eitizens who were carried away by such re-
perts and the general fever that prevailed af
that time, and who bave logt pracfically the
savings of a lifetime and have had to part
with their homes, From my couneetion with
the industry, and kmowing what is transpir-
ing in this and other States, and in other im-
portant mining countries of the world, T am
on safe ground in advocating that, in alt
flotations of mining eempanies there should
be a réport by a qualified mining engineer.
Y regard that as being comparable to a re-
port by a competent anditor or husiness
assignee in eonnection with the taking over
of a commercial concdrn. He puts the posi-
tion before the prospective ‘shareholders or
the investors. Tt would be a good thing, as
I mentioned in my maiden speech in the
Hounse, if every company conducting develop-
ment and .treatment operations were com-
pelled to furnish onece a year with
their annual report plans and séctions show-

" ing the true position of the mine and the

assay values, together with the widths of the
lode, so that shareholders could see them and
check them. That would be simply requiring
them to make a statement of the assets of

. the company comparable with thé position of

a commercial company, which, under the com.
pany law, is compelled to produce a balance-
sheet certified by an auwditor. Such plans and
sections, together with the assays and esti-
mates of all reserves, to be of any value
would have to be signed in every ingtance by
a qualified mining engineer. 1 realise that
this is quite a new departure and that it
would not meet with the approval of large
numbers of people who are on directorates
and dabble in shares, of company promoters,
and perhaps even of sharebrokers, but I

believe it wonld lead to a great im-
provement in the mihing industry and
to its being established "on a firmer

basis. The second snggestion seems necessary
because there are mines: on which a large
amount of money has been spent on develop-
ment aund treatment work, mines which have
paid dividends aod in which the shares have
appreciated to “two, four or six times their
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volug, and have receded and the operation
has been repeated several times, extending
over a brief period of years. Yet there has
hever been published a correct plan of the
wmine workings showing the developments
ard values which would be roughly cheeked.
That is to say, no one outgide the directo-
rate and staff of the company would be in
a position to estimate thé intrinsic value of
the mine. In putting forward thess sugges-
tions, I would say they are Teally-only what

-i8- dome by successful, reputable and well

managed econcerns, who, though net com-
pelled by law, do provide this information
under the signature of their manager, who
are qualified men. Mr, Dodd has dealt fully
with the-position of the miner and has ably
pointed out how minihg, like other industries
of the State, has been handicapped. by the
State and Federal policies and by the in-
crease of railway freights. T am dntirely in
accord with him’ on that but I do not agree
with him in hia proposal te imposc a tax on
the unimproved value of land. I do mot
agree that that tax cannot be passed on. It
would be foolhardy on cur part to rush into
3 remedy which might land us in. tronble
even greater than that with which we are
faced to-day. Ouce such a tax was imposed
a farmer or fruit-grower, whether he got pro-
duce,” would stifl have to pay the tax. In
the case of the railway freights the farmer
pays only for the work actually done, But
I think there is & way by which we can
go somewhat along the line and which might
enable -us to see how &he proposal advoeated
by Mr. Dodd would operate. As I advo-
cated during my first year in the House, the

Government could get revenue and help to-

bring into use lands which are not heing.
utilised or improved, if the tax on unim-
proved idle land within the 12 mile zone of
existing railways were inereased from 1d. to
3d. in the pound. On the three million
pounds’ worth of land this would represent.
an increase of something like £25000 and
an idea would be gained as to how land
prices and investments would be affecied.
‘This, however, i3 a digression from the sub-
Ject of mining, In connection with pros-
pecting the CGovernment might be able to
pive forther assistance by putting up indi-
cators and guwide posts in the far back
country giving clear direetions as to loecated
water supplies, so that parties of prospee-
tors might be able to go direect to the source

of supply witheut loss of time and fafigue to |

themselves and their animals. Another way
in which interest might be maintained is by
substantially increasing the reward to pros-
peetors, Mr. MecCrombie, a prominent New
Zcaland mining engineer, has advocatéd
that the finder of a payable property should
receive a bonus from the Government for
10 years while profits are being obtained
from spch a mine. Another sugpestion to
safeguard and stabilise the industry iy that
wardens should have power to refuse to grant
a lease which is not on a proved line of lode
or so located that there are satisfaciory im-
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-with those in the other States.

‘relative value of other development.

dieations of a lode running through the pro-
perty. Anotlier peint which has been’ ad-
vocated is the simultaneous publication of
reports in this State and in the State or
country wherc the head office of -the com-
pany is situated, in order.that ghareholders
in this State might be on an equal footing
“On many
occasions people in this State are under a
serious disadvantage through getting late in-
formation. The Government wmight well con-
sider a modification with regard to the exemp.
tions so that where a large amount of money
has heen spent in development—not wasted
on surfaca equipment—the exemption should

‘not be on any pro forma or empirical basis

but gradvated in accordance with the actual
amount of deve'opmental work done. A cer-
tain limited amount might be allowed for the
capital expended on the surface. Not much
good is done by spending money on elaborate
surface equipment until the mine has been
developed and then the exewmption should
be granted according to the sinking and the
depth, the -driving and the depth, and  the

‘When
‘s company has prdved its bona fides by
spending money in such development, "the
value of that work could be estimated
and sradvated on a Tegular basis and the
period of exemption could be granted in
accordance with the valne of the work,
in order to give further opportunities
probably to raise morve capital or to tide over
adverse conditions. T am not one who would
advoeate the holding up of mineral assets
of the country, the undue interference with
the conduet of the industry or the throwing
of people out of employment. When people
have spent a considerable sum of monsy in
development and a state of affairs arises
under which they mnst have exemption, it
iz a fair basis to estimate the exemption
on the value of the work they have. done,
We have been told that the Geological De-
partment in this State is useless. In another
place an ex-Minister Temarked last night
that it should be wiped out right away. I
can speak as one who knows something of
this branch of science, though in the three
years I have been in this House I have tried

‘to avoid mention of anything that would ap-

pear to be personal. However, when oOne
cowmes to speak in connection with the mining
industry and the Geological Department,
much as one would like to be purely imper-
sonal, it is only fair, in order to strengthen
one’s arguments, to state the position. After
years of experience in the industry, and
after my eatlier training in geology, having
gone to Glasgow in 1%05-6 and ‘got the latest
training, especially as regards the economie
aspect of geology work from the leading geo-
logists of Great Britain, T think our Geclogieal
Department in its poliey iz guided too much
by econsiderations for our general geology,
certainly of scientific interest and of great
importance to the rest of the world as well as
to ourselves, hut that poliey is in the dir-
ection of developing our geological know-
ledige for the next generation or the genera-
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tion following. Its policy is not one of giv-
ing the greatest possible help in- cur econo-
nic¢ operations of to-day. In faet, I go fur-
ther and say from my experience that the
tardy publication of our geological reports
and the avoidance of any contentious points
in them detracts greatly from their value.
The poliey ought te be altered so as to bring
the departmeut into eloser touch with the
mining industry. ‘There are mine managers
in this State to-day who, knowing that a
report was being prepared on a particular
mine or-a particular ficld in which they were
interested, sought to have the information
made available, possibly before the mine
shot down. But they were not permitted to
se¢ the report in manuseript. Probably the

© report came out a year or two after the ahut-

ting down of the mine. What is the use of
keautiful geological treatises on a mine which
haz clesed down and will probably never
oven up again? Why-should. not the man in
charge of a mine see the report of the Geo-
logieal Department in manunseript§ Why

" should he not have ‘an opportunity of judg-

inz whether that report is of any value to
bim. If there is any utility in it-let the
man have” an opportunity of seeing if 1t
can “throw additional light, instead of its
being filed away on a bookshelf to be read
eventpally by a -savant in the United
States or (Germany. That is the attitude of
the department, though not the attitude of
all officers. Some of the officers are exceed-
ingly wuseful men and can render consider-
able assistance to the mining industry—nota-
bly Dr. Simpson, who by his patient and per-
sistent research work in the geological .lab-
otatory has formed the basis for_the success-
ful establishment and prosecution of second-

ary industries bere.. In that connection I.

observe His Excellency’s Speech foreshadows
the establishment of a State Conneil with
power to investigate and advise in connee-
tion with secondary industries. I hope the
serviees of Dr. Simpson, and his claims to
‘recognition, will not be lost sight of
by the Government in connection with the
establishment of that council. Possibly
they may appbint him to the eouncil. He
ig ome of the most excellent officers we have
in the service. I have spoken earlier of
retrenchment, but I realise that we have
some magnificent men in the Public Ser-
vice, men "who should be  recompensed
rather than retrenched. At least their true
value should be recognised and this applies
particularly te the type of man whom Sir
Edward Wittenoom was rather depreciating
in this House to-iight—the man who is an
investigator like Dr. Simpson, like Dr.
Stoward, a former officer, and Ilike Mr.
Sutton. Much as these men need pounds,
shillings and pence like the rest of us, the
recognition of their work i3 almost as much
to them gs recogmtion in form of solid cash.
The Agricultural Department is comnected
in my mind with the application of science
to industry. I wish to express full appre-
ciation of the efforts of the Homorary Min-
ister in connection with that depariment by

the addition to his staff of a dairy expert,
and a wool expert, by the establishment on
the advice of his techuical officers of winter
clazses {or farmers at the Narrogin School
of Agriculture, by the improvement of the
course of education at that school until at
the present time it is unable to take in the
number of applicants for admission. There
is an instance entirely opposed to the sug-
gestion of Sir Edward Wittenocom who ob-
jects to education. Here we have elementary
or rather economic agricultural education.
Tt is not of the "higher degree that would
be given by an agricultural college such
as, it has been suggested, we should estab-
lish in this State. The Narrogin School of
Agricnlture has mumerous applitations from
the sons of farmers because the farmers
realise, as the result of the research work
and the experiments of the Commissioner
for the Wheat Belt, that valuable help ean
be rendered to the agricultural industry by
some correct Lknowledge of agricultural
science. Under the anthority of the Min-
ister also quite a number of bulletins have
keen published by the Commissioner for
the ‘Wheat Belt on seed wheat, wheat dis*
cases, vats and sheep fee@ing experiments.
Mr. Sutton has condueted over a period of
vears experinents with the different varie-
ties of wheats and oats and therehy he has
established what varietiés are desirable in’
the different portions of the State.
Although it is only about two years since
stud wheat in any reasunable quantwity has
been available and oaly one year since Mr.
Sutton’s fancy varieties of oats have been
available, the demand for these stud seeds
by those who have tried them is so great
that he cannot keep pace with the applica-
tions made by farmers in the castern Wheat
Belt and along the Great Southern Railway.
I do not know whether his work is so fully
appreciated on the Midland line and in the
Geraldton distriet; but in the portions of
the State with which 1 am conversant it is
recognised that Mr. Sutton by his valuable
information has contributed to the welfare
of the agricultural industry, has helped to
inerease the incomes of the people engaged
in growing cereals and has contributed to
the increased production and revenue of
this State. With such an instance before
them and having regard to the result of the
work of the Narrogin School of Agrieulture
the people in the agricultural districts take
a directly contrary view to that of Sir Ed-
ward Wittenoom. They are coming round
to believe what every enlightened ecountry
on the face of the globe now believes, that
if one is to get the best resulis, one muat
get them not by rule of thumb methods, but
by the application of science and research
guided and associated with sonnd practical
knowledge and experience. It is recognised
that one must have that combination” in
order to achievé the best results, We must

* have that combination in order to hold our

own in competition with other countries. .
The interest of the agricultural community
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ig shown by the demand which has arisen
for the establishment of an agricultural
college, When it comes to the expenditure
of money,’I am one who does nqf like to
ask the Government for anything wunder
our present finaneial conditions, I have
offered criticisms on finaneial adininistra-.
tion, and before the Government launch out
into certain avenues of expenditure, they
must remedy various evils whi¢ch I have on

.0 But we
cannot absolutely stand still. We know that
agricultural education will pay for itself
far more handsomely than continnation
classes in  bookkeeping, millinery; type-
writing, and other similar .things that can
be learnt in ‘the city. * Residents of the city
can be educated without Government con-
tinvation classes, because - they have the
techmical colleges handy. I am not speak-
ing against éducation as & whole, but I-
think we are reaching a position when the
total amount of momey devoted to educa-
tion in this State is not beihg spent.in the
best Wway. Aeccording ‘to figures published
in the #West Australian” £414000 was
spent by us in primary and secondary edu-.
cation last year—taking in, I presume, the.
Perth Modern School and the distriet high
schools and the continmation classes. In-
juxtaposition with that, we have an ammual

‘grant of a paltry £13,000 to the university

. dustry, and the Government.

-

to carry -on twice as mueh work and deal
with twice as many students as was the
case only a few years ago; and mean-
while the cost of doing the workk has
doubled. Then 'we have the demand
for agricultural education. Let me ‘refer
to- the report of “The Joint Committee”
on agricultural education which cemprised,
representatives of the Education Depart-
ment, the University, the agricultural in-
That report,
which I know had the endorsement
of the Minister for Edncation, pointed out.
that agrienltural education was warranted,
and was necessary. I believe it was on .the
4th June, 1918, that the Minister for Edu-
eation, in a Press interview, expressed the
hope that this report would satisfy Parlia-
ment and would satisfy the public of West-
ern Australia that the establishment of an
agricultnral college was necessary. But if-
the great bulk of the people of . Western

. Australia, and especially of those engaged

in our various industries, adopt the attitude®

of Sir Edward Wittenoom, it is not a bit
of use our spending the amount of monpey on
education that we do devote to that cause,
because it will be simply thrown away. To
judge from the actions of the Government,,
they share the view of Sir Edward Witten-
oom. Juost. after Parliament rose, we saw
in the ‘‘West Awustralian,”’ on the 8th De-

cember, a notification’ that the Agrieultural’
" Department were about to

appoint  six
cadets in dairying. ‘The mew applieations
provide that the applicants must he not
more than 20 nor less than 16 years of age,

and that they will have to be approved by -

fcoUNCIL] ~

‘a board congisting of the Public Service

Commissioner, the Under Secretary for Agri-
culture—two clerical men—and the dairy
expert. . The remuncration is fixed at from
£40 to £120, and the cadetship is to cover a
period of four years. The Minister for:
Eduveation will  agree with- me when I.say
that that policy -of appointing cadets, whe-
ther it be to the Agrieultural Department
or to the Works Department, is absolutely
wrong and is a generation behind the
times. The Department of Agrieniture of
Vietoria, carly this year, annoureed that
during the next six years, 3¢ graduates in
agricnlture would be. appointed to the De-
partment of Agriculiure at the rate of five
per ammum, and. that the remuneration
would@ be £300 per annum each, Last year
I pointed out that five graduates in the De-
partment of Agricalture of Victoria were so
badly remuncrated that they went into that
department at practically what were labour-
ers’ wages. They all but one decided to en-
list and at the termination of the war they
remained in the old country or went into
other serviees, where they were able to get
three or four or gven six times the remun-
eration they reeceived from the Vietorian
Agricultural Department. The Government
in Western Australia are now adopting a
poliey of what was done elsewhere 20 years
ago. It is impossible t6 properly train
cadets in a Government department. There .
are not the facilities there, and nct only that
but the man who is being trained gets into
a groove and the ground work of that {rain-
ing is net such that-will assist him in the
various brauches of the indugtry he is sup-
posed subsequently to be able to -deal with.
Here is an illustration. The University in
Rerth is turning out students in agriculture
and engineering. The first student to win a
diploma of agricnlture in this State, accord-
ing to the ‘‘West Australian’’ of the 10th
May last, was unable to obtain employment
in Western Anustralia at a satisfactory re-
muneration, and he went to the Malay
Btates as an agricultural inspector.  This
stodent Jid not seek to get into any of the
departments in the Btate as soon as he
sraduated, but he had several years of praec-
tical cexperience after completing his eourse.
T4 is no good training men in, agrieulture
and engineering subjects if they have to go
akroad after craduating. | Unfortunately
Syduey is training men in this direction and
they are going by the hundreds to the Malay
States and the Ofient to fill positions as
engineers, ete. This year two graduates In
engineering in the University of this State
have gone to America. Let us hope they
will come back hetter for the experience and
that their services will then be utilised fo
advantage. In my own ease, Tacking recog-
nition in Australia when I was.a young man,
X declared that if I could not get £400 a year
here 1 would o abroad. In countries out-
side Angtralia it is recognised that science is
neeessary in conjunction with industry, and
where one has the versatility of an Austra-
lian combined with general experience, thers



{25 Avsvsr, 1920.]

is no difficulty in securing. positions. - Go
where people know the value of secience ap-
plied to industry and it is possible to get
five or six times the salary that one can earn
in his own countiy. The present system of
training cadets ig wrong and bad. 1 heard
only last ieek that it is proposed in the
Works Department of all departments to put
or. nine eadets. In the course of easual con-
versation X heard also only last week that
a certain officer went down fo a part of
the country to inspect the roads. That officer
had been a cadet in the drafting office, and
Fet he is sent out to do this work
when the University is turning out trained
men and those trained men are not taken any
nctice of. T would like to read a vreport of
a work which was construeted .a few years
ago in-the Wagin district. This work was a
dam, which was to conserve 12 million gallons
of water. The report is from the ¢ West
Apstralian,’’ Tt reads— -

At the last meeting of the Wagin Water
Board the secretary {(Mr. C. C. Keyser)
reported that the Badjerring dam contained
ahout 41, million gallong of water. .1t wasg
_resolved to write to the Public Works De-
" partment pointing out’ that their engineer
had reported that the dam would fill on a
' 12in, rainfall, and that, although they had
had over- 12 inehes this year, the dam was
only a quarter full. It was also resolved
to write fo the Minister stating.that the
work now being earried out at the dam was
. not produstive of any apparent good, but,
on the other hand, appeared to the board
to be a waste of public money. The Acting
Under Secretary for Water Supply wrote
to the effect that investigations with regard
‘to the scheine were now im hand. TUntil
these- were complete the engineer was not
prepared to express a definite opinion on
the scheme. :

That state of affairs has been going on for
the last four or five years, if not longer, and
the department keep tinkering with the job
that was never properly done in the first in-
stance. The engineers responsible for the
scheme are now out of the department, and
I atiribote the failure of the work to the old
system of training. It seems to me that in
eonnection with this work there has been an
unsatisfactory expenditure of public money.
T am trying to advocate a gystem which will
obviate such occurrences in the future.- Here
is another. It will be remembered that last
session I made reference to the- Torbay-
Grassmere drainage scheme. The Government
estimated the cost would be ahout £10,000 to
institute a system of drainage which would
enable the settlers to get their crops in and
off, instead of being subject to floods. Thers
were 450 acres under crop before the scheme
was commenced. It used to cost about £120
a year to open the bar to let the accumulated
waters ouf. The result of the séheme after
£15,000 was spent, was that somé good was
done but barm also, and the resnlis fore-
casted werc not realised. Instead .of there
heing 450 acres under eultivation the extent
of cultivation was reduced to about 70 aeres.
A large number of the settlers went away
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and will not return wuntil the position has
been rectified. A deputation waited on the
FPremier in conneetion with this watter in
Aungust last year, and he promised to see
that the matter was inquired into. As the
position was not remedied another deputation
interviewed the Premier at Torbay -Junction
last January or February, bot up to date Iv
has not been remedied. ~After that big ex-
penditure of money and a considerable redue.
tion in the area under crop, we find that jt is
still necessary to spend about £100 a year to
keep the bar open. The Albany wmunicipal
council and the Alhany Chamber of Com-
merce are joining with the settlers in the
district in the mafter now, and have informed
me that by combination they will again en-
deavour to get justice for the people at
Perbay-Grassmere. T have always taken an
interest in the scheme, and T will do all T.
cin to get a fair deal for these peo-
Me. I do not think T .ean do better than nrge
that whatever we do for the primary indus-
tries is based on sound grounds. In the latest

" copy of the ‘‘Year-book’’ of Western Ans-

tralia T note that the number of people served
by the metropolitan water supply beétween
Perth and Fremantle and as far as Armadale
is 153,000. The total population of the State
is about 380,000. Yet our production accord-
ing to thig book is 18 millions sterling from
the primary industries and 2% million pounds
sterling from the secondary industries—7 to 1.
T am pleased to be zble to say that T think the
secondary industries in this State_are going
to begin to move forward, but I do not want
them to move at the expense of the primary
industries, I do mot think they will. But
when we see the importance of those primary
incdustries and realise also that in the Com-
monwealth 214 milliong sterling comes from
primary indostries and 69 millions -sterling
from secondary industries, I say that the Gov-
ernment a8 a Government might well consider
the advisableness of deing all they can to
encourage the primary industries and enter-
prise and to make the conditions better-—
thongh not by increasing freights to the dis-
advantage of the comntry people. Why should
the country people be compelled to buy
single tickets on the railivays while the fares
on the suburban railways are not advanted?
The result of this imposition was that
only 37 per cent. of the burden, the in-
crease of £448,000, was borne by praetieally
50 per cent. of the population enjoving the at--
tractions of the cify life, and the balance of
63 per cent. comes from the industries which
are in the gountry. T am not talking ahout .
the farming industry enly, but the primary
industries, mining, farming, forestry, and so
on. T make the suggestion based om a com-
munication sent by the acting Premier, the
leader of this House in May, 1918, to the
then Premier, Sir H. B. Lefroy, in Sydney.
The telegram is a3 follows:—

.Party meefing yesterday strongly urged
that you bring before the Premiers’ confer-
ence in the intercste of primary indusiries
the necessity of requesting the Prime Min-
ister to hononr the undertaking to the
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National party to remove or rednce the duty
v all agrienltural implements and requive-
wents,

Beeing that the a,cting Premier sent that tele- .

gram, I think that even if they hawve no sym-

pathisers in the Governments in the Eastern.

States, if there is anything the Government
can de to help cur Federal members to com-
bat this position in regard to the tariff on
supplies, tools and machinery, used in the pri-

mary indunstries, they should leave me stone.

vnturned te do it and achieve the objeet of
securing au amelioration in- that direction.
In reading in the ‘‘Banking Record,’’ the
leading Anmnstralian financial journal, the re-
view of the “‘economic consequences of
peace,’’ written, by J. M. Keynes, T was

struck by the great contrast between us in .

Anstralid and the people ‘in European coun-
tries and the enormously inflated eurrencies
of these Eurupeau countries, France, by no
means the worst off of the humpean coun-
tries, ia to-day faced with an annual expendi-
ture of something like 800 millions sterling,
and from her variovns sources of taxation she
cannot receive half of that amount to meet
the position. We can therefore hardly wonder
that the French say, ‘“We must have an in-
demnity from Germany. - What else can we
do.’’ France is not able within more than
about 50 per cent of her resources to meet
her ‘expenditure of 800 million pounds. In
view of this fact we have much to be thank-
ful for. Although we have a deficit I have
absolute confilentée in the future of Western
Australia, because of the people that are in
it. T rejoice that we are in our present posi-
tion, and although it is so favourable I still
contend that. the Government should introduce
what economies they can.

On motion’ by Houn. T. Moore, debate ad-
Journed

Hﬂu.s's adyoena-ned at 8.35 pan.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, 25th August, 1920.
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The SPEAKER teok the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.|

QUESTION-MINING REQUISITES,

Mr, HUDBON asked the Premier: 1, Has
appiieation been made to bim to have mmmg
requisites declared: “*necessary commodities®”
under the Prices Regulation Act? 2, If so,
Whon‘l 3, Have such requisites been dee]a.red

““recessary eommodities’’ under the - Act?
4, I{ not, why unot?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, 15t-h
Janoary, 1920. 3, Yes. ‘“Tools of trade,’”
gazetted Sth Janvary, 1920; -*‘Explogives’”
gazetted 26th March, 1920. '

QUESTION-—HOE PRINTING MACHINE.

Mr. CHESSON asked the Minister for.
Railways: 1, Was the Hoe rotary printing
machine a.dt'eltlsed for sale in the “Gov-
ernment Gazette’”? 2, What othéer papers
and journals was the machine advertised
for sale in, and date of advertisements?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No, as the ' ‘ Government Gazette'”
is not emlsnlered a good mediom for such ad- -
verfisements, * 2, ‘“West Aastralian,’’ 17th.
to 23rd Septewmber, 1912, inclusive; “Sundgy
Times,’” 23rd Septelnbel 1912; ‘‘Ralgoorlie
’\fmer 17 19th to 25th Septembel, 1912, in-
L.Iusue “ Adelaide Register,’’ 24th, 25th

and 96'[:]_\__ ‘September, 1912; "‘Aﬂe]mde Ad*

vertiser,’’ %5th, 26th, and 27th September,
1612, t4 Melborirne A.ge ? 24th, 25th, and
26th Septemher 1912; “* Melbourne Argus,”
23rd, 24th, and 25th September 19125 ¢ Mel-
botrne Mm.mg Standard,’’ 26th September,
1912; ¢‘Sydney Mnrmng Herald,’’ 24th,
Zﬁth, and 28th September, 1912; “Sydney
Daily Telegraph,’’ 24th, 25th, and 28th Sep-
tember, 1915; “anbane Cuuner 72 -26th,
27th, and :.Sth Septémber, 1912.

Mr. Jones: All 1912,

QUES TION—LOYAL CIT IZENS ' MEET-
: ING.

M_'l' 'V]ZBYARD asked the Prelmer 1,
Is he aware that one Michael O’Dea, under-
taker and a. justice of the peace for Perth,
did organisc and lead a party of disloyal
citizens, last Sunday afternoon, into a meet-
ing being held in the Queen’s Hall, consist-
ing of loyal citizens of Perth, with the ob-
ject of disturbing the peace and harmony of
such meeting; Cr. J. T. Franklin acting
Mayor, presiding? 2, If not, will he eause
full inquiries to be made into the question?
3, When Mr. O'Dea accepted the commission
of the Peace, did he swbseribe to the oath of
allegiance to His Majesty the King? 4, If
the facts are as alleged, is it not necessary
that -holders of such commissions, acting in
such a manner, should be requested to forfeit
same? 5, 1f not, what would be the condi-
iions mnecessary to request the forfeiture of

same?
The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.
3, Yes, 4, Yea. 5 Answered by No. 4.



